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announcing the birth of my son, on the gth instant; I have named him Alexander', after my father. I now write, as I suppose your fellow traveller, Mr. Thrale, will return to London this week, to attend his duty in Parliament, and that you will not stay behind him.
'I send another parcel of Lord Hailes's Annals. I have undertaken to solicit you for a favour to him, which he thus requests in a letter to me: "I intend soon to give you The Life of Robert JBrucc, which you will be pleased to transmit to Dr. Johnson. I wish that you could assist me in a fancy which I have taken, of getting Dr. Johnson to draw a character of Robert Bruce, from the account that I give of that prince. If he finds materials for it in my work, it will be a proof that I have been fortunate in selecting the most striking incidents."
' I suppose by The Life of Robert Bruce, his Lordship means that part of his Annals which relates the history of that prince, and not a separate work.
'Shall we have A Journey to Paris from you in the winter? You will, I hope, at any rate be kind enough to give me some account of your French travels very soon, for I am very impatient. What a different scene have you viewed this autumn, from that which you viewed in autumn 1773 ! I ever am, my dear Sir, ' Your much obliged and
' Affectionate humble servant,
'JAMES BOSWELL.'
'To JAMES BOSWELL, ESQ. 'DEAR SIR,
' I am glad that the young Laird is born, and an end, as I hope, put to the only difference that you can ever have with Mrs. Boswell3. I know that she does not love me; but I intend to persist in wishing her well till I get the better of her.
' Paris is, indeed, a place very different from the Hebrides, but it is to a hasty traveller not so fertile of novelty, nor affords so
1 Boswell wrote to Temple:—'You know, my dearest friend, of what importance this is to me; of what importance it is to the family of Auchinleck, -which you may be well convinced is my supreme object in this world: Letters of Bo swell, p. 217. Alexander Boswell was killed in a duel in 1822.
8 This alludes to my old feudal principle of preferring male to female succession. BOSWELL. See/Bunder Jan. 10,1776.
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